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February News 

Park PlaceTownhomes 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Fridays– Happy Hour at 
the clubhouse from 5 to 7 
pm. 

February 20, 2008-  5:30 
pm to 7:30 pm Pizza & 
Games at the clubhouse. 

March 13, 2008– 5:30 pm 
to 7:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
at the clubhouse. 

April 10, 2008– 6:00 pm to 
8:00 pm Bingo at the 
clubhouse. Everyone 
needs to bring a wrapped 
prize to play. 

April 29, 2008- 5:30 pm to 
7:30 pm Potluck Dinner at 
the clubhouse. 

 

Board Meetings 

3 pm @ the Clubhouse: 

 

March 16, 2008 

May 18, 2008 

July 20, 2008 

September 21, 2008 

 

November 16, 2008 
(Annual Meeting) 

 

 

The Sunshine Committee does two things:  Welcomes new residents; and send cards to 
residents who are ill or grieving.  But we need your help!  Please let us know if one of 

your neighbors is new or needs a card.  Contact:  Jean Desmond (C) jdes-

moon@nc.rr.com; Christine Hamaker (V) chamaker@nc.rr.com; Kay Reusch (CP) 
kreusch@nc.rr.com; or Judy Brown (CP) jjbfromnc@aol.com or 468-8160.  Thanks for 

your help.  

Thank you to Dog Walkers or Whomever: The newspaper carrier for our neighborhood 

leaves the N & O at the very edge of the street, some-

times actually in the street. Being a night owl, who does-
n't get up early; my paper lies there for a long time.  But 

often someone has picked it up and thrown it up on my 

driveway. Thank you very much -- I really appreciate 
such a kindly neighbor!!  It's nice to have a paper that 

hasn't been run over by a car!   

Judy Brown  

Recent Events from Your Neighbors 

February 18, 2008 

HAPPY HOUR  

 News from the Social Committee 

We would like to let everyone know what a huge success our 1st potluck dinner 
was.  We had a very delicious choice of dishes of great appetizers, main dishes and des-

serts.  We met several new neighbors, laughed and had fun.  Kudos to Peggy Toebes who 

organized the dinner and got the event rolling. 

 

Well BRIDGE is finally in the air.  We will have our first bridge gathering with two tables 

on the fourth Thursday of each month beginning with February 28th from 2 to 4 in the 

clubhouse. We would be thrilled if there were other neighbors who would like to join 

us. If so, please call Kay Reusch at 319-5257.  

A great neighborhood! 

Please join your neighbors every Friday night from 

5 pm to 7 pm for Happy Hour. This is a great chance 

to meet with your neighbors and unwind after a long 

week.  
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Finance Committee Notes: 
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The Finance Committee had a meeting in February to begin the process of checking the books and 

reviewing the 2007 expenditures. The Committee will meet again to finish this process on Wednes-

day March 12 at 7 pm at the Clubhouse.  

For the rest of the year; the Finance Committee plans to meet every other second Wednesday at 7 

pm .  The dates will be March 12, May 14, July 11, September 12, and November 14. All meetings 

will be hosted in the clubhouse and are open to all members. You may also view the updated finan-

cials at the website: www.grandchestermeadows.com by selecting Park Place from the left side 

menu. 

The committee will continue to work to keep members informed about the finances of the commu-

nity and the policies in place to protect our mutual investment. Here are two long standing policies 

that members should be glad to hear. The first is the process for disbursements. All invoices are pre-

sented to two Board Members who are also members of the Finance Committee. These two mem-

bers review the invoices and then sign the payments for the approved invoices. This is in addition to 

the initial review of the invoices by the Property Manager so three people have reviewed every in-

voice prior to payment.  

The second policy is related to the payment of home owner assessments. The Board of Directors has 

traditionally been understanding about financial hardships that some owners may encounter. How-

ever; there are some owners who have habitually taken advantage of this kindness and this is not fair 

to the other members who pay their assessments on time. All members should be aware that the 

home owner assessments are due on the 1st of each month and these are considered late after the 

15th. Members will receive a notice by email/ mail if the full payment is not received prior to the 

end of the month that is due. The next letter will be sent 15 days later by certified mail with a follow 

up letter from the HOA attorney if another 15 days pass without payment. Although the HOA would 

prefer to avoid contacting the attorney; this will be done more quickly from now on. This will add an 

additional charge of $75 to the amount owed by the home owner in arrears so it is important for all 

home owners to make timely payments. 

Please contact us or attend a scheduled meeting if you have questions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It’s a Wonderful Day to be a Neighbor! 
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Get to know your neighbors and keep up efforts to be friendly. Here are a few ways that it can help: 

Networking – You can never have too many friends and you never know when you might need to 

borrow a ladder, or ask someone to collect your mail. 

Safety – The more your neighbor knows about you and your daily schedule, the more likely he or she 

will be able to notice suspicious activity. You can give your neighbors an emergency contact number 

in case something happens to your house while you are away. 

Conflict Resolution – The friendlier and more familiar you and your neighbors are, the less likely 

there is to be a problem. And if your neighbor is a friend, they are way more likely to knock on your 

door and talk to you in person than call animal control on your pet, call the HOA on your car, or call 

the police on your noise level. 

It’s important to note that although the HOA Board considers it their duty to maintain a nice 

neighborhood, they don’t have the authority to make people obey laws and ordinances. So if you have 

a problem with a neighbor, this is a great opportunity to walk over to their house and have a polite 

conversation. By using this approach, not only have you taken immediate steps to resolve the issue, 

but you’ve gotten more acquainted with your neighbor and shown them by example how you would 

like to be treated. Be flexible and tolerant with your neighbor. Later on, you’ll be glad you did and 

grateful to receive the same treatment. 

Property Value – The strength of community bonds does have an impact on property values. The 

more people feel like they are part of a community, the longer they are likely to stay. Why does this 

matter? The more frequently neighbors sell, the more likely their homes will have to compete on the 

market. This usually lowers prices and extends selling time. These factors may have an adverse effect 

on the appraisal value of surrounding homes. Please forgive me if I’m getting a little too much into 

macro economics. The point is that it’s important to set the neighborly example and to also participate 

in neighborhood activities once in a while. If you have any ideas for the HOA Board, you should con-

tact them on the website or come to the next Board meeting.  
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Friendly Reminders! 

 

 

1. Any replacement of porch fixtures MUST be brass, as with door bell buttons , door knobs, no ex-

ceptions! Air conditioner units and fans are not allowed in windows unless the board approves it. We 

have seen big profits this year in home sales, it is due to pride of our community. By all means feel 

free to plant any flowers you desire, but shrubs, trees, and flower boxes must be approved. Also keep 

in mind when planting if you are in an interior unit, have balance in your planting with you neighbor. 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email me at wchampagne305@aol.com 

 

2. Remember that Park Place Home Owners have in place the Neighborhood Watch Program: 

Help prevent crime in Park Place by being aware and sensitive to what is going on around you and 

your neighbors. People wandering the neighborhood at odd times or any activity which doesn’t seem 

right to you are reasons to follow one simple rule: Call the Cary Police @ 469-4012 or 911 for 

Emergency and follow up with a call to Park Place Neighborhood Watch Captain, Betsy 

Mebane (420 Center Pointe) @ 469-9738 or F.W. "Jesse" James (446 Center Pointe) @656-

7336. 

 

3. Please store your trash cans in the back of your home (not the front or front porch) except on gar-

bage days when you can put them in the front. 

 

4. Please clean up after your pet since this is required by the Park Place Owner’s Association and 

the Town of Cary. Pet feces can carry diseases and will create strong odors so please show respect for 

your neighbors by always complying with this requirement.  

 

5. The monthly assessment is due by the first of each month and is considered late after the 15th of 

the month. A late fee will be assessed if your payment is not received by the 15th and you will also 

receive a late notice. All delinquent accounts greater than 90 days past due will be collected by the 

HOA attorney at the owner’s expense. You may drop off your payment in the drop box by the club-

house or you can mail it to Park Place OA, 415 Center Pointe Drive, Cary, NC 27513. 

 

6. Please visit the website www.grandchestermeadows.com frequently for community information 

and updates. This website has the community documents, financials, contact information/ links, con-

tractor referrals, and much more... 

  

http://us.f607.mail.yahoo.com/ym/Compose?To=wchampagne305@aol.com
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Keep Your Identity Safe! 

 

As you shop for the holidays, hold tight you your credit card numbers. Identity theft is a problem that 

isn’t going away soon. In 2006, approximately 635,00 consumers filed complaints of identity theft at 

a total of $547 million in losses. 

"Identity theft is difficult to prevent, but there are ways to protect your good name," said Elizabeth 

Armstrong of Carter Glass Insurance Agency. 

The Federal Trade Commission offers these tips for preventing identity theft. 

Always sign the back of your credit cards. 

Keep a record of all your account numbers, company names, expiration dates, and toll-

free numbers in a location separate from your cards in case they become stolen. 

Watch your card when transactions occur. 

Check your statements with receipts to make sure the charges are correct. 

Notify all card companies of address changes. 

Participate in the annual free credit report program to verify all transactions on your 

credit report. 

Make sure you avoid: 

Letting others borrow your credit cards. 

Leaving cards out for others to see the numbers. 

Giving your account number out on the phone or Internet unless you are certain you 

are talking to a trustworthy company. 

Another way to protect yourself is to consider an identity theft coverage and restora-

tion service. "Identity theft insurance and restoration service can act as an affordable 

safety net in the event your identity is compromised in spite of precautionary meas-

ures," Armstrong said. "The peace of mind afforded with this type of coverage and ser-

vice costs just pennies a day." 



Park Place Community Contacts 

Park Place Owners Association Board of Directors 

Jesse James President  469–9391 fjames@mitretek.org 

Charlie Seay Vice Pres  380-7564  

Judy Brown Secretary/ Asst Treasurer 468-8160 jjbfromnc@aol.com 

Barbara Pilkington Treasurer  461-0633 bpilkington6@yahoo.com 

William Champagne Member/ Architectural Chairperson wchampagne305@aol.com 

Committee Chairperson 

Landscape Committee: 

 Helen Doyle 468-1615  

Safety Committee: 

 Jesse James 469-93991 fjames@mitretek.org 

Social Committee: 

 Kay Reusch 319-5257 kreusch@nc.rr.com 

Sunshine Committee: 

 Judy Brown 468-8160 jjbfromnc@aol.com 

Clubhouse/Pool Manager: 

 Betsy Mebane 469-9738 betsy_mebane@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor: 

 Barbara Pilkington 461-0633 bpilkington6@yahoo.com 

HOA Contractors 

Landscape Repairs 

Fetsko Lawn Care, Inc. J&B Residential Services 

David Fetsko Bryan May  

(919)878-0079 (919) 390-8580 

Property Management 

Grandchester Meadows, Inc. 

David Robbins 

(919) 389– 7944  


